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A Visit to San Francisco's
Changing Bayview District
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PHOTO COURTESY OF SEVEN STILLS
Formerly a shipyard, the Bayview district is heme to a growing number of brewerles and distilleries housed in renovated
industrial spaces.

The Bayview district of San Francisco gets a bad rap. For decades, the area was known for its crime and
poverty, but in recent years, Bayview residents have come together to revive their neighborhood. Despite the
greater city’s changing population, the community aims to maintain the area’s small neighborhcod feel. And,
as a recent visit proves, revitalization efforts are working.

A ride on Muni’s T-Line along Third Street—home to much of the neighborhood’s changing face—will take you
anywhere you need to go. | decided to explore the nearly 20-block stretch from Bayview Park to Oakdale
Avenue and found everything from bakeries to breweries to some of the best views in the city.

The passionate Bayview community has attracted a variety of visitors and city residents to the area's booming
local business scene. Since the Bayview has been developing at a slower pace than other San Francisco
neighborhoods, local entrepreneurs have been able to take advantage of the area’s low rents and abundant
industrial space.
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Seven Stills Brewery & Distillery, off Third Street on Egbert Avenue, offers tours of its facility as well as whiskey tastings.

| started my neighborhood exploration at Butchertown Gourmet, a bakery and wine shop opened by Xan
DeVoss and Barbara Gratta. The friends are locals—DeVoss started her bakery, Fox and Lion, out of her home
kitchen, while Gratta makes small-batch wines in her Bayview garage—and the two have turned their shop
into a community favorite. | can understand why. Cne of Fox and Lion’s cinnamon rolls requires both hands
and easily satisfied my sweet tooth. For those maore inclined toward savory flavors, on Friday nights the shop
offers a seasonal rotation of pizzas by DeVoss paired with Gratta wines.

After satiating myself with pastry perfection, | headed to Bayview Park for prime city views and enjoyed a quiet
afternoon hike. If you prefer indoor pursuits, consider a class in glassblowing at Public Glass, a non-profit glass
studio that emphasizes the importance of the arts in this underserved community.

Thanks to the Bayview’s former existence as a shipyard, local breweries and distilleries are opening in the
area's industrial spaces as well. The taproom at Speakeasy Ales & Lagers regularly rotates the taps with a
dozen of its locally made beers. | enjoyed a flight before heading down the block to Seven Stills Brewery &
Distillery for a tour and whiskey tasting.
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The Bayview is home to San Francisco's oldest restaurant, the Old Clam House, which has been serving patrons since
1861.

When night fell, | headed to Third Street, where dinner options abound. Old Skool Cafe instantly became one
of my favorites. The local nonprofit-cum-restaurant hires and trains some of the area’s at-risk youth to run its
Jazz-themed supper club. The comfort food menu is full of Southern staples such as crispy fried chicken and
sweet potato pie.

For a classic San Francisco experience, however, you'll have to venture further afield. The Old Clam House, a
short drive from Third and Oakdale, is the city’s oldest restaurant. Since 1861, San Franciscans have been
saddling up to the bar for fresh, local seafood, cocktails, and chowder. It just might be the perfect place to
contemplate the neighborhood’s long history and promising future.

00®R

Related Stories

B e L L kT L

Northern California

You won't break a sweat on these relatively flat,
easy trails that lead to the the wild Pacific.

9 Simple Steps to Prevent Identity
Theft

Follow these common guidelines to protect your
personal information and avoid becoming a
statistic.

See more





